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Our Mission
The Saint Paul Port Authority provides a conduit to quality job 
opportunities, expands the tax base and advances sustainable and 
equitable development, and advocates river commerce .

“We strive to improve peoples’ lives by 
building vibrant economic communities” 



1929
The Minnesota Legislature established the Saint 
Paul Port Authority as a non-profit governmental 
agency to manage the Saint Paul Harbor.



1955
The Legislature authorized the Port to engage in 
economic development activities inland.
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Our Work
Harbor Management

Commercial Redevelopment
Statewide Programs
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Saint Paul











Grain Loading



Source: National Waterways Foundation



Source: National Waterways Foundation



What’s moving on the River?
Top Imports:
• Cement
• Salt (think winter)
• Sand
• Gravel
• Fertilizer
• Coal

Top Exports:
• Corn
• Soybeans
• Feed
• Wheat
• Fertilizer (Potash from Canada)





In 2018 Upper River Services 
moved 3,140 barges to and from 

Savage Minnesota.  

Equivalent to approximately 
219,800 Semi-trucks

Local impact
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Challenges facing the Industry
• Aging infrastructure

• National, State, & Local
• Seasonality and Flooding
• Dredging
• Tariffs – global impacts
• Educating the public 



Questions?

Kathryn Sarnecki
kls@sppa.com
651.204.6221

mailto:kls@sppa.com
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